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crisis. Wait until Germany tries to invade France.
You will see what will happen." When my Fascist
neighbour at the dinner-party I have referred to began
talking about the decadence of France, I in my turn
used that well-known slogan about France rising to
occasions. "That," he replied, "is in itself a form of
decadence. A virile people does not wait for a crisis
before uniting in national effort. But the French need
the most violent shocks in order to react at all. They
are supposed to be an intelligent people with quick
emotional reaction, and yet the most popular novels
and pkys are about some abnormal relation like incest,
not to mention the vogue that the Grand Guignol has
had. The French bourgeoisie is selfish, self-centred and
property proud; he has not been taught to make
sacrifices for his country as the Italian bourgeoisie has
been taught/*
At the time I was angry at such an argument. I felt
convinced that the French would acquit themselves well
m an emergency. But I thought of the Italian Fascist's
conversation as I was dining at this same restaurant two
months later when the Germans were little more than
twenty miles from Paris. The French Government had
abandoned its intention of defending Paris. Reynaud's
policy was overridden. The hour had struck for France,
but the sense of property was still too strong. They
had not rallied. The idea that the Louvre, the Place
Venddme, the Madeleine, their favourite cafes on the
Champs Sysees and their houses looking over the Bois
ifc Boulogne might be destroyed helped to make them